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Chrysostomus, with others, were expelled the city. As for the Christian^
not only the sanctity of their doctrine and manners was the strongest
reproach of the crimes of the tyrant, but the general hatred of the heathens
against them, excited him to glut his insatiable cruelty with their innocent
blood. St John, who was the only surviving apostle, and who at that
time governed all the churches of Asia with the highest reputation, which
his dignity, extraordinary virtue, and miracles had acquired, was appre-
hended at Ephesus and sent prisoner to Rome in the year 95. The
emperor did not relent at the sight of a man of his most venerable old
age and countenance, which alone might suffice to command respect, but
condemned him to a most barbarous death by ordering him to be cast
into a cauldron of boiling oil The holy apostle was probably first scourged,
according to the Roman custom with regard to criminals before execution
who could not plead the privilege of being Roman citizens. It is at least
certain from Tertullian, St Jerom, and Eusebius that, by the order of the
tyrant, he was thrown into a vessel of boiling oil. The martyr doubtless
heard, with great joy, this barbarous sentence, exulting at the thought of
speedily rejoining his Redeemer, and desiring to pay love for love in the
best manner he was able, and to die for Him who had laid down his most
precious life to save sinners from hell. The most cruel torments seemed
to him light and most agreeable, because they would, he hoped, unite
him for ever to his divine Master and Saviour; but God accepted his will
and crowned his desire; he conferred on him the honour and merit of
martyrdom, but suspended the operation of the fire, as he had formerly
preserved the three children from hurt in the Babylonian furnace. The
seething oil was changed in his regard into a refreshing bath, and the
saint came out more fresh and lively than he had entered the cauldron.
Domitian, with most of the heathens, entertained a great idea of the power
of magic, in which he had been confirmed by the reports concerning the
prodigies pretended to be wrought by the famous magician, Apollonius
of Tyana, whom he had sent for to Rome. He therefore saw this miracle
without drawing from it the least advantage, but, like another Pharaoh,
remained hardened in his iniquity. However, he contented himself after
this with banishing the holy apostle into the little island of Patmos, one
of the Sporades, in the Archipelago or -^Egean Sea. Domitian being
assassinated the year following, his statues were everywhere pulled down,
his name erased from all public buildings, and his decrees declared void
by the senate. Upon which St John returned to Ephesus in the reign
of Nerva, who "by mildness, during his short reign of one year and four
months, laboured to restore the faded lustre of the Roman empire.

This glorious triumph of St John happened without the gate of Rome
called Latina, because it led to Latium. A church was consecrated in the
same place in memory of this miracle, under the first Christian emperors,